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Backgrounders

MIAWPUKEK FIRST NATION

Th e Miawpukek First Nation (MFN) is a Mi’kmaq community located at Conne 
River on the Southwest coast of Newfoundland. It is 560 kilometers from St. 
John’s or 125 kilometers from Gander, Newfoundland. Th e Miawpukek Reserve 
at Conne River covers some 13 square miles. Most of the residents of Conne 
River live along a sloping hill overlooking the Bay d’Espoir Water shed area. 
Th e population of Miawpukek is approximately 2152 individuals with some 
800 members living on the reserve at Conne River. Members of the Miawpukek 
First Nation residing on the reserve are either employed full time, part time or 
seasonally in a range of operations and maintenance initiatives and economic 
development projects of the Miawpukek First Nation Council. Th ere is also a 
number of band members employed in Capital Works projects such as housing construction, water and sewer
 maintenance and on reserve road reconstruction. According to Saqamaw Misel Joe the vision of the Mi’kmaq 
people at Miawpukek is to survive with dignity, culture, language and traditions intact. Th e goal of the Miawpukek 
First Nation is self-suffi  ciency. Our priorities include employment, economic development, language, health and 
development of a comprehensive housing strategy. 

Th e Miawpukek First Nation was offi  cially recognized as a Band for the purposes of the Indian Act in 1984. Lands 
occupied by the Mi’kmaq at Conne River were offi  cially set aside as a Federal Indian Reserve in 1987. Since the 
Miawpukek First Nation organized itself formally in 1973, it has pursued economic development initiatives with the 
goal of becoming self- suffi  cient. A number of Band owned business units have been developed over the years which 
include a building supplies store, gas bar, commercial fi shing operations, and an automotive repair garage. Since 2000, 
the Miawpukek First Nation has pursued the commercial fi sheries as an economic opportunity in its adjacent waters 
in fi shing area 3PS. Currently, the Band owns 22 44’11’’ fi shing enterprises. 

Th e aforementioned business units serve to create revenues for the Miawpukek First Nation and to employ its 
members. Th e Miawpukek First Nation has a high level of accountability and on annual basis reports to its members 
in assembly regarding its yearly activity and expenditures. Amongst the regional offi  ce of Indigenous services 
Canada, Miawpukek First Nation is considered one of the most successful administrative Bands in the Atlantic 
Region and at the fore front of pursuit of self governance.  Economic development and a sustainable economy is 
considered by the Miawpukek First Nation a key component of its strategic goals.”
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FIRST NATIONS MAJOR PROJECTS COALITION 

Th e First Nations Major Projects Coalition (FNMPC) is a non-profi t 
organization comprised of 70+ Indigenous communities that span 
across Canada. FNMPC members recognize that we are stronger 
together and was established to promote the shared interests of 
our members. 

Advancing major projects is the core of FNMPC’s service delivery. FNMPC’s technical team is active in supporting 
our member communities with tools, capacity supports, and advice related to corporate structures and benefi t 
sharing models, as well as tools to promote environmental protection and impact assessment. 

Members of the FNMPC know that, especially in our rural and remote communities, major projects are one of 
the few development opportunities that could bring meaningful change. First Nations communities know they 
cannot rely on government programs alone to close the infrastructure and socio-economic gaps; economic 
development is required.

In addition to mainline project support to its members, FNMPC has a mandate to build eff ective relationships 
between its members, the private sector, governments, and other organizations.

LNG NEWFOUNDLAND & LABRADOR LIMITED 

LNG Newfoundland and Labrador Limited is a Newfoundland and 
Labrador-owned and operated corporation focused on permitting
 and developing LNG infrastructure needed to monetize signifi cant 
stranded natural gas in the Jeanne d’Arc Basin, off shore Newfoundland 
and Labrador.

Th e Project requires a centralized off shore gas hub, a pipeline, and natural gas liquefaction facilities and export 
terminal at Grassy Point, Placentia Bay, NL.

MIAWKPUKEK HORIZON MARITIME SERVICES 

Miawpukek Horizon Maritime Services is a company that has evolved from a 
relationship that started with the recruitment and development of First Nations 
seafarers from the Miawpukek First Nation, as Horizon Maritime sought to expand 
its seafarer network and further diversify its workforce.

Miawpukek seafarers have become valued members of the Horizon Maritime team 
and strong relationships between Miawpukek Tribal Council and Horizon Maritime 
principals have developed as a result.
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Profiles

CHIEF MISEL JOE
Miawpukek First Nation

Misel Joe was born in Miawpukek into a strong Mi’kmaq family, both his 
grandfather and uncle have held the offi  ce of hereditary Saqamaw. Misel has 
been educated in all the Mi’kmaq ways and traditions. Morris Lewis, the fi rst 
appointed Chief in Newfoundland by the Grand Chief in Mi’kmaq territory, 
was Misel’s great, great uncle.

At the age of 16, Misel was given the alternative to either leave the reserve to 
journey to other parts of Canada in search of employment or to travel to a 
neighboring community and attend secondary school. Misel chose to leave 
the reserve and during his time away from the community he held several 
diff erent positions such as farm hand, factory worker, railroad worker, 
construction worker, truck driver, heavy equipment operator, ranch hand, 
commercial fi sherman, underground miner and labor foreman.

Misel Joe returned to Miawpukek in 1973. Since that time, he has been involved in First Nation Politics, fi rst as a 
Councilor and aft er the death of his uncle, Chief William Joe in 1982, he became Traditional Saqamaw and the 
Newfoundland District Chief for the Mi’kmaq Grand Council. In 1988, the community of Miawpukek decided to 
create a two-chief system whereby there would be an Administrative Chief elected every two years in addition to the 
Traditional role as Saqamaw. Misel is currently in his sixth consecutive two year term as Administrative Chief. He 
has been very successful in performing two of the above roles during his term of offi  ce.

Misel Joe is also the spiritual leader of his people. In this capacity he has gained recognition provincially, nationally, 
and internationally, particularly in the area of spiritual healing. Misel Joe has presented on native medicines and 
traditional healing practices at several International Alternative Medicine Conferences and hosted the 1996 and the 
2006 International Healing Conference at Conne River.

Saqamaw Misel Joe is committed to preserving the language, culture and traditions of his people. He also plays a very 
public role in presenting a better understanding of the Mi’kmaq people of Miawpukek to residents of this province 
and country. In this process he has developed a positive profi le through numerous interviews in print and electronic 
media, and publicized speaking engagements.

Misel Joe is involved in several committees and organizations such as Miawpukek Powwow Committee Advisor; 
Miawpukek Human Resources Board; MAMKA Board; Miawpukek First Nation Negotiation Team; Self Government 
Steering Committee; Ulnooweg Development Corporation; Parks Canada - National Board; Atlantic Policy Congress 
(Executive Council, All Chiefs); Th e First Nations Trust Fund.

In May 2004, he was awarded an Honorary Doctor of Laws, honoris causa, by Memorial University of Newfoundland 
& Labrador. Th e degree was awarded in recognition of his contribution to the economic, social and political 
development of the Mi’kmaq people of Newfoundland & Labrador.
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CHIEF SHARLEEN GALE 
Chair of the Board, First Nations Major Projects Coalition 

Sharleen Gale has been an elected Councillor of the Fort Nelson First 
Nation since 2009. She is an active member of the Fort Nelson First Nation 
and envisions a future where all members are working together to become a 
strong, proud, healthy, and self-reliant Nation. She is the grand-daughter 
of Fred Burke and Madeline Needlay. Her roots run deep in the lives of 
her people and she enjoys being on the land with her family exploring the 
territory and teaching her son the traditional ways on the lands and how 
to hunt, fi sh, and gather medicines and berries. As a leader and Chief of the 
Nation, she understands the importance of a upholding the spirit and intent 
of the treaty by asserting her peoples’ rights to their land and taking respon-
sibility for ensuring that our future generations are able to live their lives in 
their territory in a way that honours our ancestors. Sharleen started her 
career at Westcoast Energy Inc. in 2000. Her various roles working in 
Administration, Finance, Maintenance, Planning and in Leadership have 
iven her extensive experience in the oil and gas sector, the corporate world 

and the vision to ensure our people are managing our lands and our resources in our territory to the benefi t of our 
members. Sharleen is the chair of the First Nations Major Projects Coalition (FNMPC) and believes that First Nations 
need to have the opportunity to have equity in major project infra- structure and access to meaningful fi nancing for 
these projects happening in their territories. One that focuses on a balance approach of economic prosperity and 
environmental stewardship. Several First Nations have formed the First Nations Major Projects Coalition for the 
purposes of examining how ownership of major resource projects on their lands could be facilitated and how 
environmental practices can be improved to meet their needs. 

LEO POWER
CEO, LNG Newfoundland and Labrador Limited

Leo Power is CEO, LNG Newfoundland and Labrador Limited.

He is a director of a number of public and private companies including Search 
Minerals Inc. (TSX.V:SMY); Minfocus Exploration Corp. (CVE:MFX); and 
Canada Fluorspar Inc.

Leo Power is a graduate of the Kellogg- Schulich Joint MBA program at 
York University in Toronto and Northwestern University in Evanston, Illinois 
and he holds a Master of Oil and Gas Studies from Memorial University of 
Newfoundland and Labrador.

He is a graduate of the Directors Education Program of the Rotman 
School of Management, University of Toronto. Leo is also the recipient of 
Th e Queen Elizabeth Diamond Jubilee Medal for signifi cant achievement/
community service.
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SHAYNE MCDONALD
Director, Miawpukek Horizon Maritime Services 

Shayne McDonald is an indigenous lawyer with the Law Firm of McDonald 
Law located on the Miawpukek Reserve at Conne River, Newfoundland 
and Labrador.

Shayne is a member of the Miawpukek First Nation which is a small Mi’kmaq 
community located in Newfoundland’s southwest coast.

Shayne earned a law degree from the University of British Columbia in 
1993 and a MBA from Arthabasca University in 2014.

Shayne specializes in Indigenous law and has been practicing since 
1993. In addition to his work with McDonald Law fi rm, Shayne oversees 
Miawpukek First Nation’s commercial fi shing fl eet and its marine related 
partnerships and joint ventures.

He has been active in advising Miawpukek First Nation on economic development and business development matters.
Shayne shares Chief Misel’s goal of building a healthy economy at Miawpukek through own source business units and 
joint ventures with mainstream industry.
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Media Advisory

Signing ceremony at NOIA conference will celebrate first of its kind Indigenous – offshore 
energy project partnership in Newfoundland and Labrador

FNMPC and Miawpukek First Nation will work together to increase equity participation in LNG 
Newfoundland & Labrador project

[St. John’s, Newfoundland] On Tuesday, September 21st, The First Nations Major Projects Coalition (FNMPC) and 
Miawpukek First Nation (MFN) will announce plans to work together towards increased equity participation in 
the LNG Newfoundland & Labrador Limited project (LNG NL). 

The Miawpukek First Nation and LNG NL partnership represents the first ever First Nations equity participation 
in an offshore oil project in Newfoundland & Labrador. Additionally, the equity participation agreement provides 
valuable contracts and exciting long term jobs for the Miawpukek community.

Since July 2021, FNMPC has been engaged by Miawpukek First Nation and Miawpukek Horizon Maritime 
Services Ltd., a business partnership in which Miawpukek First Nation is the majority shareholder, to provide 
technical advice, coordination, and support to the LNG NL project. 

Tuesday’s signing ceremony will affirm the principals of cooperation and good faith to advance the project on 
behalf of all parties. 

Notes for the media

The Newfoundland and Labrador Oil and Gas Industries Association (NOIA) conference will be held September 
21 – 22, 2021 at the St. John’s Convention Centre. 

The signing ceremony will take place on September 21st at 12:10pm at the DF Barnes Booth. 

Conference registration is required to attend the conference and ceremony.

Please reach out to Allie Meeres for any media inquiries:

Allie Meeres
E: allie@sedgwickstrategies.ca
P: 778-918-1250 
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News Release

LNG Newfoundland & Labrador Project | PRESS KIT 8

FNMPC and Miawpukek First Nation will work together to increase equity participation 
in LNG Newfoundland & Labrador project

Representing the � rst ever First Nations equity project in an o� shore energy project in Newfoundland 
and Labrador

NEWS RELEASE 

September 21, 2021 (St. John’s, Newfoundland) – � e First Nations Major Projects Coalition (FNMPC) and Miawpukek First 
Nation (MFN) are proud to announce plans to work together towards increased equity participation in the LNG Newfoundland 
& Labrador Limited project (LNG NL), representing the � rst ever First Nations equity participation in an o� shore energy 
project in Newfoundland and Labrador. Additionally, the equity participation agreement provides valuable contracts and 
exciting long term jobs for the Miawpukek community. 

Since July 2021, FNMPC has been engaged by Miawpukek First Nation and Miawpukek Horizon Maritime Services Ltd., a 
business partnership in which Miawpukek First Nation is the majority shareholder, to provide technical advice, coordination, 
and support to the LNG Newfoundland & Labrador project. FNMPC’s services played a key role in bringing the project forward 
to today’s signing of the Project Framework Agreement which a�  rms the principals of cooperation and good faith to advance 
the project on behalf of all parties. 

“Miawpukek First Nation, through our Miawpukek Horizon Maritime Services Ltd. partnership, is proud and very excited to 
be an equity partner in LNG NL.” said Chief Misel Joe, Miawpukek First Nation. “Producing some of the world’s cleanest LNG 
aligns well with the values of our First Nation. Furthermore, the bene� ts by way of own source revenue generation and the jobs 
this project will create for our community members is signi� cant and a big part of our plan for self-su�  ciency. Our inclusion in 
this project is historical, transformational, and an example of how the o� shore energy industry, Canada, and Newfoundland and 
Labrador are truly embracing and giving e� ect to “reconciliation.” 

“FNMPC is pleased to be providing capacity support and assistance to Miawpukek First Nation for progressing the LNG NL 
project,” said Chief Sharleen Gale, Chair of FNMPC. “Today’s announcement highlights what can happen when First Nations 
have access to the capacity and resources they need to implement their vision and become equity partners of major projects.” 

“� e LNG Newfoundland & Labrador project presents a substantial and game changing opportunity for Miawpukek Horizon,” 
added Shayne McDonald, Director of Miawpukek Horizon Maritime Services. “ Between opportunities as a preferred vendor 
and the long term escort vessel contract, this means meaningful well-paying employment opportunities for Indigenous seafarers 
operating the most environmentally and technologically advanced vessels in the world.” 

“Now is the time to develop Newfoundland and Labrador’s vast reserves of o� shore natural gas,” said Leo Power, CEO of 
LNG NL. Liquefying the gas allows for transportation to export markets in Europe and beyond and will help reduce global 
greenhouse gas emissions as the gas can replace more carbon intensive energy sources such as coal. “LNG NL will produce some 
of the world’s cleanest LNG,” he added, “because our facility will be powered by renewable hydroelectricity from our province.” 

-30-

Media contact: 
Allie Meeres
E: allie@sedgwickstrategies.ca 
P: 778-918-1250
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Contact

MEDIA CONTACT

Allie Meeres
E: allie@sedgwickstrategies.ca
P: 778-918-1250 

ORGANIZATIONAL CONTACT INFORMATION 

Miawpukek First Nation
mfngov.ca 

FNMPC
fnmpc.ca 

LNG NL
lng-nl.com 

Miawpukek Horizon 
Maritime Services 
miawpukekhorizon.com 

Contact:
Shayne Mcdonald
E: smcdonald@mfngov.ca

Contact:
Allie Meeres
E: allie@sedgwickstrategies.ca

Contact:
Leo Power
E: Leo.power.nl@gmail.com 

Contact:
Shayne Mcdonald
E: smcdonald@mfngov.ca
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